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The Holocaust
3.10 EXPLORE the significance of genocide, including the causes,

course and consequences of the Holocaust
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Chapter 26

This chapter will examine the Nazi genocide of Jews and other groups during World War
II, including the impact on Jewish communities and the lessons learned from the

Holocaust.



Ja
n

 1
9

3
3

A
p

r 1
9

3
3

1
9

3
5

1
9

3
8

1
9

4
1

1
9

4
2

1
9

4
5

3
.1

0
 E

X
P

L
O

R
E

 th
e

 sig
n

ifica
n

ce
 o

f g
e

n
o

cid
e

, in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e
 ca

u
se

s, co
u

rse
 a

n
d

co
n

se
q

u
e

n
ce

s o
f th

e
 H

o
lo

ca
u

st

T
h

e
 first C

o
n

c
e

n
tra

tio
n

C
a

m
p

 is o
p

e
n

e
d

 a
t

D
a

c
h

a
u

.

K
ris

ta
lln

a
c

h
t (T

h
e

 N
ig

h
t

o
f th

e
 B

ro
k

e
n

 G
la

s
s

);
h

u
n

d
re

d
s o

f Je
w

ish
p

ro
p

e
rtie

s a
n

d
 b

u
sin

e
ss

a
re

 d
e

stro
ye

d
.

T
h

e
 F

in
a

l S
o

lu
tio

n
 is

d
iscu

sse
d

, a
n

d
 a

ctio
n

s
a

re
 ta

ke
n

 to
 im

p
le

m
e

n
t

th
e

 p
la

n
.

A
d

o
lf H

itle
r b

e
co

m
e

s
th

e
 C

h
a

n
c

e
llo

r o
f

G
e

rm
a

n
y

.

T
h

e
 N

u
re

m
b

e
rg

 L
a

w
s

a
re

 p
u

t in
 p

la
ce

,
strip

p
in

g
 Je

w
s o

f
n

u
m

e
ro

u
s rig

h
ts.

E
sta

b
lish

m
e

n
t o

f
A

u
s

c
h

w
itz II (B

irk
e

n
a

u
)

fo
r th

e
 e

xte
rm

in
a

tio
n

 o
f

"u
n

d
e

s
ira

b
le

s
"

A
u

s
c

h
w

itz is lib
e

ra
te

d
b

y th
e

 S
o

v
ie

t R
e

d
A

rm
y

Strand Three: The History of Europe and the Wider World
@MsDoorley

T
he H

olocaust
C

hapter 26



 

 
WHAT IS GENOCIDE? • Genocide is “the deliberate killing of a large number of people from a particular nation or ethnic 

 group with the aim of destroying that nation or group”. Some of these attempts have been highly 

 organised and backed by a government while others seemed spontaneous – but all began with 

 a process of dehumanisation or treating people as though they were somehow less human. 

  

EXAMPLES OF 
GENOCIDE 

• The best-known genocide in history is the Holocaust. Other genocides include: 

1. 8 million Indigenous Americans during European expansion in North America. 

 2. 1.5 million Christian Armenians in Turkey between 1915 and 1923. 

 3. 3.9 million Ukrainians were killed by a man-made famine under Soviet rule in 1932-1933. 

 4. 200,000 Chinese civilians were massacred by the Imperial Japanese Army in 1937 in  

 Nanjing. 

 5. 2 million Cambodian people by Pol Pot and the Khmer Rogue between 1975 and 1979. 

 6. 800,000 Tutsi people were slaughtered in Rwanda by ethnic Hutu extremists in 1994. 

 7. 100,000 Bosniak (Bosnian Muslim) and Croatian civilians were massacred by Bosnian- 

 Serbs during the Bosnian War, 1992-1995. 

 8. 400,000 ethnic Darfuri people were killed by the Sudanese Government-organised militia  

 which started in 2003 and is still ongoing.  

  

THE HOLOCAUST • Anti-Semitism is a hatred of or prejudice towards Jewish people. The first clear examples of 

ANTI-SEMITISM anti-Jewish sentiment can be traced back to the 3rd Century BCE to Alexandria, Egypt and  

 Ancient Greece. It would become the norm throughout Europe during the First Crusades (1096 

 -1099) but it reached a critical point in Nazi Germany.  

 • Nazis claimed that Germans and other Nordic peoples belonged to a superior race called 

 Aryans and that the Jewish people were naturally inferior. 

 • In his manifesto, Mein Kampf (1925), Hitler declared the Jews a threat to Germany. 

 • In 1935, the Nuremberg Laws were made ‘for the protection of German blood and honour’.  

 Under these laws, Jews were stripped of their rights for the following:  
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ANTI-SEMITISM • be German citizens • vote • own property 

 • hold many types of jobs (such 
as teachers, civil servants, 
soldiers or doctors) 

• marry non-Jewish people 
• have extramarital relations 

with non-Jewish people  

 • Jews had to wear the Star of David on their clothing.  

 • In November 1938, Kristallnacht (the Night of the Broken Glass) was an organised attack by  

 Nazis on Jewish synagogues, homes and businesses throughout Germany and Austria. At least 

 100 Jews were killed while another 30,000 were arrested and sent to concentration camps.  

  

JEWISH GHETTOS • During World War II, the Nazis established more than 400 ghettos. A ghetto is a part of a city 

 where a minority group lives due to social, legal or economic pressure. Jewish people were  

 forced to relocate to the ghetto while their homes and belongings were taken.  

 • The first ghetto was set up in Łódź, Poland on the 8th February 1940. 

 • The ghettos had high walls and their gates were guarded. Mortality rates were high as disease 

 spread in the overcrowded and unsanitary conditions. 

 • These ghettos made it easier to control the Jewish population – and later, to put them on trains 

 to the concentration camps. 

  

THE EINSATZGRUPPEN 
AND THE FINAL 

SOLUTION 

• From 1941, the German army was followed east by Einsatzgruppen, special mobile killing 

squads. Mass executions of ‘anti-German elements’ took place in forest or other isolated 

 areas. About 1.3 million Jews were killed in this way. 

 • In 1942, the Nazis formulated their official plan to exterminate the Jewish population of Europe, 

 (approximately 11 million Jews lived in wider Europe at this time) called “The Final Solution”  

 with Heinrich Himmler in charge. 

 • The Nazis began to empty the ghettos and deport the Jews to concentration camps. 

 • One such ghetto was the Warsaw ghetto where over 450,000 Jews lived. By the summer of  

 • 1943, it is estimated that 395,000 had either died or had been transported to the camps. 
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CONCENTRATION CAMPS • Concentration camps had been in use since 1933 as labour camps with the first in Dachau. 

 • 22 labour camps were set up in Germany, Poland, Austria, Latvia, the Soviet Union, France, 

 Czechoslovakia and the Netherlands.  

 • From 1942, 6 special extermination camps were built – all of which were outside Germany.  

 These extermination camps were Auschwitz-Birkenau, Belzec, Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor 

 and Treblinka. 

 

 

Key 

 Extermination camps 

 Labour camps  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

LIFE AND DEATH IN THE 
CONCENTRATION CAMPS 

• Jews were deported to the camps on trains and told that they would be put to work. Several 

camps had signs reading ‘Arbeit macht frei’ (‘work makes one free’). 

 • Women, men and children were separated while their belongings were taken. Anyone unwell or 

 unable to work was killed on arrival. Each prisoner’s head was shaved while some camps would 

 have a number was tattooed on their arm.  

 • Prisoners lived in crowded barracks and worked until they died of disease, starved or were 

 murdered. Some prisoners, particularly twins, were used for medical experiments without their 

 consent.  

 • Most prisoners were killed in large fake shower units which were actually gas chambers.  

 Zyklon B (a cyanide poison) or carbon monoxide gases were used.  

 • Towards the end of the war, deportations and murders accelerated as Hitler wanted to kill as  

 many Jews as possible while he could.  

  

 
Dachau  

22 labour camps  

6 extermination camps  

Auschwitz  

Belzec  

Arbeit Macht Frei  

Gas chambers  

Zyklon B  



 

 

LIFE AND DEATH IN THE 
CONCENTRATION CAMPS 

• As Allied forces closed in, the SS forced prisoners from the camps on death marches. Many  

died due to starvation, harsh weather or were executed.  

  

THE LIBERATION OF THE 
CAMPS 

• Soviet soldiers were the first Allies to encounter the concentration camps. They entered the  

Madjanek camp in eastern Poland on the 23rd July 1944.  

 • Crematorium ovens, mass graves or unburied piles of corpes were found in many camps.  

 • On the 27th January 1945, the Soviets entered Auschwitz to find thousands of sick and dying 

 prisoners. Despite attempts, half of the prisoners discovered alive in Auschwitz died within a  

 few days.  

 • British, Canadian, American and French troops also liberated concentration camps. By May  

 1945, all camps had been liberated. 

  

THE AFTERMATH AND 
LEGACY OF THE 

HOLOCAUST 

• Six million Jews were murdered in the Holocaust, over 1 million in Auschwitz alone. 

• Millions of others were also killed including; 2.5 million Soviet prisoners of war, 2 million  

 Poles, 500,000 Roma people, LGBT+ people, communists, and other groups.  

 • Many Jewish survivors of the camps left mainland Europe for good after the war, mostly for the  

 US, Canada and South Africa. 

 • In 1948, the new Jewish state of Israel was founded in Palestine, its population today reaching 

 6.5 million.  

 • For many, their sense of a shared Jewish identity became stronger after this collective trauma. 

 • The 27th January is the International Holocaust Remembrance Day to commemorate the 

 6 million Jews and the other 11 million victims of the Nazi regime and its collaborators. 

  

FAMOUS JEWS FROM 
THE HOLOCAUST 

• Anne Frank – died in 1945 

• Viktor Frankl – died in 1997 

 • Elie Wiesel – died in 2016 

 • Tomi Reichental – moved in Ireland in 1959 
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Anti-Semitism • Hatred of or prejudice against Jewish people. 

Aryan Race 
• White non-Jewish people, especially those with a northern European appearance (tall, blonde 

hair, blue eyes) whom the Nazis considered to be the superior or master racial group. 

Concentration Camps 
• Twenty-Two Camps set up by the Nazis to imprison political prisoners and members of 

persecuted minorities in poor conditions and were often forced to provide labour. 

Death Marches 
• Prisoners were forced to march out of Nazi concentration camps and away from the advancing 

Allied soldiers. Many died along the way. 

Dehumanisation • Treating people as though they were somehow less than others. 

Discrimination 
• Unjust treatment of different people, usually based on race, religion, sexual orientation or 

gender. 

Einsatzgruppen • Mobile killing squads that murdered thousands of Jews, mostly by shooting. 

Extermination Camps 
• Six camps organised by the Nazis in Poland to imprison political prisoners and members of 

persecuted minorities in poor conditions where they awaited mass execution. 

Gas Chamber • A room built for the purpose of filling it with a poisonous gas that will kill any people inside. 

Genocide • The deliberate destruction of a particular national, ethnic, religious or racial group. 

Ghetto • Segregated and crowded area of a city where Jewish people were forced to live. 

Holocaust • The systematic genocide of European Jews by Nazi Germany 

Holocaust denial 
• An attempt to reject historical facts of the genocide of the Jews; often an expression of anti-

Semitism. 

Nuremberg Laws • Anti-Semitic laws passed in 1935 that stripped Jews of their citizenship rights. 

Nuremberg Trials • The trials of Nazi officials and collaborators that took place at Nuremberg after World War II. 

Pogrom • An organised massacre and persecution of an ethnic or religious group. 

Racism 
• Belief that race decides a person's character and that some races are superior to others; 

prejudice against someone of a different race based on their skin 

The Final Solution • The plan to exterminate the Jews of Europe using gas chambers in death camps. 
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A
nti-Sem

itism
H

atred of or prejudice against Jew
ish people.

A
ryan Race

W
hite non-Jew

sih people, especially those w
ith a northern European

  appearance (tall, blonde hair, blue eyes) w
hom

 the N
azis considered

to be the superior or m
aster racial group.

Concentration Cam
ps

Tw
enty-Tw

o Cam
ps set up by the N

azis to im
prison political prisoners

and m
em

bers of persecuted m
inorities in poor conditions and w

ere
often forced to provide labour.

D
eath M

arches
Prisoners w

ere forced to m
arch out of N

azi concentration cam
ps and

aw
ay from

 the advancing Allied soldiers. M
any died along the w

ay.

D
ehum

anisation
Treating people as though they w

ere som
ehow

 less than others.

D
iscrim

ination
U

njust treatm
ent of different people, usually based on race, religion,

sexual orientation or gender.

Einsatzgruppen
M

obile killing squads that m
urdered thousands of Jew

s, m
ostly by

shooting.

Exterm
ination Cam

ps
Six cam

ps organised by the N
azis in Poland  to im

prison political
prisoners and m

em
bers of persecuted m

inorities in poor conditions
w

here they aw
aited m

ass execution.

G
as Cham

ber
A room

 built for the purpose of filling it w
ith a poisonous gas that w

ill
kill any people inside.

G
enocide

The deliberate destruction of a particular national, ethnic, religious or
racial group.

G
hetto

Segregated and crow
ded area of a city w

here Jew
ish people w

ere
forced to live.

H
olocaust

The system
atic genocide of European Jew

s by N
azi G

erm
any

H
olocaust denial

An attem
pt to reject historical facts of the genocide of the Jew

s;
often an expression of anti-Sem

itism
.

N
urem

berg Law
s

Anti-Sem
itic law

s passed in 1935 that stripped Jew
s of their

citizenship rights.

N
urem

berg Trials
The trials of N

azi officials and collaborators that took place at
N

urem
berg after W

orld W
ar II.

Pogrom
An organised m

assacre and persecution of an ethnic or religious group.

Racism
Belief that race decides a person's character and that som

e races are
superior to others; prejudice against som

eone of a different race
based on their skin

The Final Solution
The plan to exterm

inate the Jew
s of Europe using gas cham

bers in
death cam

ps.

Causes
Course and Consequences

G
enocide, coined in 1944 by Raphael Lem

kin, is defined as “the
deliberate killing of a large num

ber of people from
 a particular nation

or ethnic group w
ith the aim

 of destroying that nation or group.” The
process of com

m
itting genocide is deliberate, dehum

anising and
system

atic. Throughout history, tens of m
illions of m

en, w
om

en and
children have lost their lives to genocide such as the H

olocaust. 
A

ntisem
itism

: Anti-Sem
itism

 had been present in Europe for centuries
before the H

olocaust, but it reached its peak in the 20th century. Adolf
H

itler and the N
azi Party w

ere openly anti-Sem
itic and used propaganda

to spread their ideology. This created an atm
osphere of hatred and fear

tow
ards Jew

s, leading to discrim
ination, persecution, and ultim

ately,
the H

olocaust.
Econom

ic Crisis: G
erm

any w
as suffering from

 a severe econom
ic crisis

after W
orld W

ar I. The country w
as in debt and struggling to pay

reparations. H
itler and the N

azi Party prom
ised to restore the econom

y
and provide jobs for G

erm
ans. To achieve this, they scapegoated Jew

s
as the reason for the econom

ic crisis, and this narrative helped them
 to

gain popularity and pow
er.

Totalitarianism
: The N

azi regim
e w

as a totalitarian state in w
hich the

governm
ent used propaganda, censorship, and fear to m

aintain its
pow

er. The Jew
s w

ere seen as a threat to the regim
e's control, as they

w
ere not loyal to the N

azi Party. This led to the im
plem

entation of
increasingly harsh law

s against Jew
s, culm

inating in their deportation
and m

urder.
Racism

: The N
azi regim

e believed in the superiority of the Aryan race,
considering Jew

s to be a subhum
an race. This racist ideology w

as used
to justify the persecution and exterm

ination of Jew
s, and other

m
inority groups such as LG

BT+, Rom
a and disabled people.

W
orld W

ar II: The start of W
orld W

ar II in 1939 provided the N
azi

regim
e w

ith the opportunity to im
plem

ent their plans for the "Final
Solution". The w

ar allow
ed the N

azis to gain control of m
uch of Europe,

and they used this control to carry out the m
ass deportation and m

urder
of Jew

s and other m
inority groups. The w

ar also allow
ed the N

azis to
hide their atrocities from

 the rest of the w
orld, as they operated in

secrecy and often destroyed evidence of their crim
es.

The Beginning of the H
olocaust: The H

olocaust began in 1933 w
hen Adolf H

itler and the N
azi Party cam

e to
pow

er in G
erm

any. They im
m

ediately began im
plem

enting policies that discrim
inated against Jew

ish people, such
as the N

urem
berg Law

s that stripped them
 of their rights and citizenship. O

ver tim
e, the discrim

ination escalated
into violence and brutality, such as Kristallnacht, the N

ight of Broken G
lass, in 1938, w

hich saw
 the destruction of

Jew
ish hom

es, businesses, and synagogues. This m
arked the beginning of the H

olocaust, w
hich ultim

ately resulted
in the system

atic m
urder of six m

illion Jew
ish people and m

illions of others.
The G

hettos: To isolate and control Jew
ish people, the N

azis established ghettos in Eastern Europe. G
hettos w

ere
typically overcrow

ded, unsanitary, and lacked food and basic necessities. Disease and starvation w
ere ram

pant,
and m

any people died as a result. The ghettos w
ere also used as a staging ground for the deportation of Jew

ish
people to concentration and exterm

ination cam
ps. By 1942, the m

ajority of ghettos had been liquidated, w
ith

their inhabitants either killed or sent to cam
ps.

The Einsatzgruppen: The Einsatzgruppen w
ere m

obile killing units m
ade up of SS and police personnel. They

w
ere responsible for carrying out m

ass shootings of Jew
ish people, Rom

a, and other groups deem
ed "enem

ies of
the state" in occupied territories. Einsatzgruppen killed an estim

ated 1.5 m
illion people during the H

olocaust,
often shooting their victim

s in pits and m
ass graves. This m

ethod w
as deem

ed too slow
 and inefficient, leading to

the developm
ent of the gas cham

bers used in exterm
ination cam

ps.
The Final Solution: The Final Solution w

as the N
azi plan to exterm

inate all Jew
ish people in Europe. It w

as
decided upon at the W

annsee Conference in 1942 and involved the construction of exterm
ination cam

ps equipped
w

ith gas cham
bers to kill large num

bers of people quickly and efficiently. The Final Solution also involved the
deportation of Jew

s to cam
ps for forced labour, w

here they w
ere subjected to inhum

ane conditions and m
any

died from
 exhaustion, disease, and abuse. By the end of the w

ar, six m
illion Jew

s had been m
urdered as part of

the Final Solution.
The Concentration Cam

ps: The N
azis established a vast netw

ork of concentration cam
ps across Europe, including

labour cam
ps and exterm

ination cam
ps. Labour cam

ps w
ere designed to exploit the labour of prisoners for the

N
azi w

ar effort, w
hile exterm

ination cam
ps w

ere designed for the system
atic m

urder of Jew
ish people, Rom

a,
and other groups deem

ed "enem
ies of the state". Exterm

ination cam
ps, such as Auschw

itz-Birkenau, w
ere

equipped w
ith gas cham

bers and crem
atoria and w

ere responsible for the m
urder of m

illions of people. By the
end of the w

ar, it is estim
ated that over 11 m

illion people had been killed in concentration cam
ps.

Liberation: The liberation of concentration cam
ps began in 1944 w

ith the arrival of Allied forces. The first cam
p

to be liberated w
as M

ajdanek in Poland. As the Allies advanced, they discovered the horrors of the cam
ps, w

ith
thousands of em

aciated and sick prisoners still alive and others dead from
 starvation, disease, or execution. The

liberation of the cam
ps m

arked the end of the H
olocaust, but m

any survivors faced a difficult road to recovery, as
they had suffered physical and em

otional traum
a that w

ould last a lifetim
e. The 27th January is the International

H
olocaust Rem

em
brance Day to com

m
em

orate the 6 m
illion Jew

s and the other m
illions of victim

s of the N
azi

regim
e and its collaborators. 

Legacy

G
enocide: The H

olocaust resulted in the system
atic m

urder of m
illions of people, prim

arily Jew
s but also including Rom

ani people, disabled people, LG
BTQ

+ people, and political
dissidents. This atrocity has been recognised as one of the w

orst genocides in history.
D

isplacem
ent: The survivors of the H

olocaust w
ere forced to flee their hom

es and seek refuge elsew
here, resulting in the loss of hom

es, com
m

unities, and fam
ily m

em
bers, and m

any
survivors faced significant challenges in finding safety and rebuilding their lives.
Traum

a and Inter-generational Im
pact: The H

olocaust inflicted deep and lasting traum
a on survivors, w

ith m
any experiencing physical and em

otional scars that lasted a lifetim
e. This

traum
a w

as also passed dow
n to future generations, w

ith the children and grandchildren of survivors often experiencing the im
pact of their fam

ily's experiences.
Founding of Israel: The H

olocaust played a significant role in the establishm
ent of Israel as a Jew

ish hom
eland. The horrors of the H

olocaust highlighted the need for a place w
here Jew

ish
people could live free from

 persecution and discrim
ination, and the creation of Israel in 1948 w

as a direct response to this need.
Legal Recognition: The H

olocaust led to the establishm
ent of international law

s against genocide, including the U
nited N

ations Convention on the Prevention and Punishm
ent of the Crim

e
of G

enocide in 1948. This convention has been ratified by num
erous countries and provides a fram

ew
ork for prosecuting those responsible for genocidal acts. The recognition of the

H
olocaust as a genocide has helped to ensure that such atrocities are never forgotten and creates a fram

ew
ork for preventing sim

ilar acts.
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...at a glance

What is Genocide?
Genocide: The deliberate killing of a large number of people from a particular nation or ethnic group
with the aim of destroying that group.

Genocide begins with dehumanisation, where certain groups are treated as though they are less
than human.
Historical examples include genocides of Native Americans, Armenians (1915-1923),
Cambodians (1975-1979), and Rwandans (1994).

Jewish Ghettos
Ghettos: More than 400 ghettos were established to isolate Jews. They were overcrowded, unsanitary,
and had high death rates from disease and starvation.

Example: The Warsaw Ghetto housed over 450,000 Jews, most of whom were later sent to
concentration camps.

Life and Death in Concentration Camps
Auschwitz-Birkenau: The largest of the Nazi camps, it became a centre for mass extermination.

Conditions: Upon arrival, prisoners were often separated by ability to work. Those unable to work
were sent to gas chambers. Prisoners faced starvation, disease, and brutal living conditions.
Medical Experiments: Some, especially twins, were used for medical experiments by Nazi doctors
like Josef Mengele.

Anti-Semitism and the Rise of the Nazis
Anti-Semitism: Hatred of Jews existed for centuries, exacerbated by Nazi beliefs in Aryan racial
purity.

Nuremberg Laws (1935): Stripped Jews of citizenship and rights, preventing them from owning
property or marrying non-Jews.
Kristallnacht (1938): The Night of Broken Glass, where Jewish businesses and synagogues were
destroyed, and Jews were sent to concentration camps.

The Final Solution
Einsatzgruppen: Mobile killing squads that executed Jews and other "undesirables" in occupied
territories.
The Wannsee Conference (1942): Senior Nazi leaders formalised the Final Solution, the plan to
exterminate Europe’s Jews.

Jews were deported to concentration camps and extermination camps like Auschwitz-
Birkenau, where millions were murdered in gas chambers.

Liberation and Aftermath
Liberation of the Camps: Allied troops began liberating the camps in 1944, revealing the horrors of
Nazi crimes.

Auschwitz was liberated by the Soviet Red Army on January 27, 1945, now commemorated as
International Holocaust Remembrance Day.

Impact of the Holocaust: Approximately 6 million Jews were murdered, along with millions of others,
including Roma, disabled people, and political prisoners.

Many survivors emigrated to the US, Canada, and Israel.

Other Genocides After the Holocaust
Cambodia (1975-1979): The Khmer Rouge, led by Pol Pot, killed up to 3 million people through
forced labour, starvation, and execution.
Rwanda (1994): Hutu extremists killed around 800,000 Tutsis in just 100 days. The Rwandan
Genocide remains one of the worst atrocities of the 20th century.



Ch. 26 - The Holocaust
Read the following account by Susan Warsinger, who as a child was smuggled out of Germany
without her parents, then answer the questions that follow.

After the night of broken glass, when the Nazis organized and carried out a pogrom of anti-Jewish
violence, my parents - like most Jews in Germany - wanted to leave. There was no more waiting to
find out if events such as Kristallnacht would cease, or if life would ever be normal again for all of us...
Uppermost in our parents' minds was the safety of their children and when they heard of a lady (I do
not know if we ever knew her real name) who was smuggling children across the border into France,
they immediately explored the possibility. The lady was French and married, with children who lived
in France. Her scheme was to take Jewish children across the German-French border pretending
that they were her own. She did this for a large fee. My father had taken all his life's savings out of the
bank and it remained safe with me during Kristallnacht. Now he was willing to give the lady a major
portion of it so that my brother and I could get out of Germany.
The problem became what would become of us once we were safely smuggled into France. Where
were we going to go and with whom were we going to stay? We did have a bachelor cousin thrice-
removed who was living in a very small apartment in Paris near the Place de la République. He
agreed to keep my brother and me for a while. All arrangements were made, and we were very
excited about our trip... Since Joseph and I did not speak any French, it was of utmost importance
not to give the plot away. My brother remembers rehearsing how to pronounce his forged name
and address just in case the police woke us up while we were crossing the border. We were also to
pretend that the lady was our mother.
When I was nine, this seemed to me like a very exciting adventure; now I realise how dificult this
must have been for our parents. It must have been devastating for them not knowing whether they
were ever going to see their children again.

(a) According to Susan Warsinger, why did her parents want to leave Germany?
(b) What was her father willing to do with his life's savings?
(c) What did Susan Warsinger's brother remember rehearsing?
(d) Where were the children to go once they were safely smuggled into France?
(e) From your study, explain what happened on Kristallnacht in 1938.
(f) Describe one example of how Hitler made life even more difficult for the Jews after
Kristallnacht.
(g) Aside from evidence provided by survivors such as Susan Warsinger, name another way that we
can learn about the Holocaust.

Taken from Artefact, 2nd Edition by Eimear Jenkinson and Gregg O'Neill (educate.ie)
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